
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Views from up on the torr 

The MTB-Buddies Old Ghost Road Helibike is a Grade 3-4 Adventure suitable for those with an Average to good set of 

riding skills and a suitable Mountain Bike. For those willing to take it on it is a very rewarding ride with some stunning 

views and a good track. While it is advertised as a Grade 4 track, this takes into account the distances, remoteness and 

other factors as well as the technicality of the track which in most places is intermediate in grade. There are two 

sections to consider. The section from Ghost Lake to Lyell Saddle hut is a similar grade to the Coppermine track from 

Windy Point to Coppermine Saddle if you have ever ridden that. The section from Lyell Saddle hut down to Lyell is like 

riding back down from Third House on the Dun Mountain Railway. By opting in to this trip we are making the 

assumption that you know you're riding limits and there may be places where you would prefer to walk.  
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 The Helicopter drops us off at the Ghost Lake Hut. From here you do a small uphill to the Rocky Tor and then walk an 

800m stretch that is a bit narrow to ride, then along beside Mount Montgomery and down some switchbacks to the 

Lyell Saddle hut. From here it’s an easy down to Lyell 

The following map will give you some idea of where I mean 

 

 

You will ride the 26km from right to left! – a fast rider will do it in 2-3 hours, a slow one 4-5 hours 

 

 

 

 



WHEN AND WHERE 

The date is Sunday 9th of December 2018, weather permitting,  and we are meeting at the bottom of the track at 

Lyell. On the map above you can see where this is, that’s where we will meet at 9:00am with the first lift happening 

shortly after. Please park sensibly and out of the way of other Lyell users, PLEASE not in or close to the Helipad on the 

field as this is where the helicopter will be landing obviously! 

As there will be a large number of lifts happening there may be a bit of waiting around for a few of you, so make sure 

you have Insect Repellent and Sunscreen with you. If you are a slow rider, or need to get back quickly for any reason 

please let me know and I will try and schedule you into an earlier lift.  

How To Get There 

From Nelson drive south to Murchison, then 11km past Murchison turn right over the bridge and toward Westport. 

Drive down the Buller Gorge until you get to Lyell and then turn right up onto the plateau where the camp ground is 

Cost 

NEW THIS YEAR 

Included in the $170 is the $15 Day User Fee that the Mokihinui - Lyell Trust expects anyone using the track to pay to 

help with the maintenance of the track, as well as an increased $20 DOC Landing fee.  

So, the cost is now $170 CASH which includes the above $15 Day User Fee for the Old Ghost Road and landing fee. You 

will need to give this directly to the helicopter pilot or his crew so PLEASE bring the correct money. We can only get 

this cost by being efficient and helpful to them! This means turning up on time and being ready. NO CASH = NO FLY 

Water 

There are numerous streams in the lower part from Lyell Saddle Hut down, but only a couple up near the top. Please 

bring water with you to start with and then you can fill up lower down if you need to. 

Transport 

You can either transport yourself to Lyell or see if you can share a ride with someone else going there. 

I am taking my van and trailer down so have room for up to 8 people @ $60 a head return or $40 one way. If you want 

to come with me please let me know, first come first served.  

Seddonville Shuttle 

This year the Seddonville to Lyell return shuttle is not available, however Hike-n-Bike Shuttles in Seddonville are able 

to relocate your vehicle for you for $175 - so give Steph a ring if this is an option for you. The only other way is to get a 

friend / family member to drive down to Seddonville to pick you up afterward. 

Safety - Important 

PLEASE make sure you have all the correct personal protection for your skill level. I would recommend knee and elbow 

pads for any lower grade riders 

PLEASE NOTE 

You are paying for the Helicopter lift only, so you are essentially on your own, so you need to be prepared with spares 

for your bike and preferably a riding buddy and a first aid kit between you. There is no cellphone coverage up there 

other than the very top and at Ghost Lake. I will be taking a full set of safety gear with me, and following up the rear 

just in case for my own peace of mind not yours! Please go to the Old Ghost Road Website and read all about the trip 

you are undertaking, I am providing this information with good will, but ultimately its up to you to keep yourselves 

safe.  If you want to ride with me you are welcome to if you don’t have anyone else to ride with, or would just like to. 

 



SHARED USE TRACK 

The Old Ghost Road is a Shared Use Track and as such you will come across other track users such as trampers and 

hunters. It is VERY important to note that THEY have the right of way not us. PLEASE control your speed, especially 

around blind corners, preferably take a bell with you. If you come across trampers STOP, DISMOUNT and politely let 

them pass. It is a privilege for us to be able to use these tracks for mountain biking.  

 

Helicopter Basics 

For those of you that have not spent any time around helicopters there are a few basic rules that you MUST obey. 

PLEASE – no loose clothing, clip your helmet to your pack and put anything loose into the pack, you can keep you 

camera out. Your gear will be stored in the back by the ground crew and at the top taken out and brought to you. 

NEVER – EVER approach the back of the helicopter, always approach the front and keep low following the directions 

of the pilot or his ground crew 

When in the Helicopter Buckle up and stay buckled up until you are told to unbuckle. Put on the Headset closest to 

your seat and push the microphone close to your mouth. It is voice activated. You will be able to hear each other and 

the pilot who will advise you if need be. 

If you are in the front of the helicopter it goes without saying you DO NOT TOUCH anything 

When you get to the top, exit toward the front of the helicopter UNLESS it is up hill, in which case the pilot will ask you 

to go toward the side – NEVER THE BACK 

Take anything off your bike that could come loose, this includes water bottles, speedo’s, tool bags or anything else 

that could potentially come loose and store them in your back pack.  

The ground crew will deal with your bikes, please bring it across when you are asked to. 

Plan “B” 

If for whatever reason we get there and we cannot fly, then it's still a good ride up to the saddle and back! 

We will try and avoid this and have Saturday as a backup option as well. 

QUESTIONS ? 

Feel free to email me Steve@helibikenelson.co.nz 

Or phone / txt me on 027 MTB NELSON   (027 682 6357) 

 

We only go if there are two criteria met – Safety and Fun Factor, if either are compromised we can the trip 

 

Have Fun 

 

Steve 
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